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84TH CONGRESS i SENATE REPORT 
1st Session No. 873 





AUTHORIZING AN INVESTIGATION AND REPORT ON 
THE ADVISABILITY OF A NATIONAL MONUMENT IN 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Jury 18, 1955.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Lone, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 473] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 473) to authorize an investigation and report 
on the advisability of a national monument in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
having considered the same, report favorably thereon without amend- 
ment and with the recommendation that the bill do pass. 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


H. R. 473, as amended, authorizes and directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to make an investigation and submit a report thereon to the 
Congress, within 1 year following the appropriation of funds for such 
purposes, regarding the advisability of establishing a national monu- 
ment in Brooklyn, N. Y., in honor of 256 Maryland soldiers killed 
in the Battle of Brooklyn on August 27, 1776. The bill stipulates 
that the report shall include the following information: 

(1) National historical importance of such a memorial; 

(2) Nature of burial site, identity of exact site of burial, size and 
present-day conditions of site, including improvements thereon; 

(3) Complete cost for the establishment of such memorial; 

(4) Cost of maintenance of such a memorial ‘and amount thereof 
that will be paid by the city of New York and/or the State of New 
York; and 

(5) Recommendations. 

The report of the Department of the Interior on that bill is set 
forth below: 
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2 ADVISABILITY OF A NATIONAL MONUMENT IN BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., June 83, 1958. 
Hon. A. L. MILLER, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. MILLER: Your committee has requested a report on H. R. 582, 
a bill to authorize an investigation and report on the advisability of a national 
monument in Brooklyn, N. Y Such investigation would relate to the estab- 
lishment of a national monument in Brooklyn, N. Y., in honor of 256 Maryland 
heroes who fell in combat during the Battle of Brooklyn on the 27th day of 
August 1776. Under the terms of this bill, the report to the Congress which 
would be made by the Secretary of the Interior following his investigation of 
the project would include the following information: (1) National historical 
importance of such memorial; (2) nature of burial site, identity of exact site of 
burial; (3) cost for establishment of such memorial; (4) cost of maintenance and 
amount to be paid therefor by the city of New York and/or the State of New 
York; (5) recommendations of the Secretary of the Interior. 

We have no objection to this bill. We shall be pleased to undertake the 
avegle provided for if the Congress so desires and funds are made available 
or this purpose. 

Durkte the Battle of Brooklyn on August 27, 1776, 400 Maryland soldiers 
participated in a rear guard action protecting Washington's army in its maneu- 
vers in that area. Two hundred and fifty-six Maryland soldiers lost their lives 
The dead were buried in trenches. According to reports, part of the battlefield 
site is alleged to be occupied by a paint manufacturing plant, by offices, and by 
row houses, with only small spaces of open ground, such as backyards, available 
for investigation. For this reason, a careful historical and archeological investi- 
gation of the alleged burial site would have to be made in order to determine 
the exact location of the site. Our success in such an investigation would de- 
pend upon the discovery of historical documents describing in adequate detail 
the burial space of the Maryland Revolutionary heroes and, also, upon the 
willingness of the owners of the property, which may be the burial place of 
such soldiers, to permit archeologists to carry on the necessary archeological! 
excavations. 

We estimate that the cost of an historical and archeological investigation would 
be approximately $3,500, provided that no attempt is made to carry on archeo- 
logical work in places that would involve the removal of buildings or other 
obstructions such as concrete pavement and similar types of construction. We 
estimate that the total cost for the making of the investigation and report that 
would be required under the terms of this bill would be approximately $10,500. 
Of tnis amount, $5,000 would be needed for the appraisal of land and buildings; 
$2,000 would be needed for the preparation of plans for the development of the 
area; and $3,500 would be required for historical and archeological investigation. 

H. R. 582 would require the submission of the report to the Congress “at not 
later than March 1, 1953” (p. 1, line 5). We suggest that this language be 
revised to read as follows: “within one year following the appropriation of funds 
to the Department of the Interior for the purposes of this Act,”’. 

The advice which we have received from the Bureau of the Budget with respect 
to this report is as follows: 

“While there would be no objection to the submission of the proposed report 
to the committee, it is considered that the submission of an estimate of appro- 
pnation for such an investigation at this time would be inconsistent with the 
budgetary objectives of the administration.” 

Sincerely yours, 
Orme Lewis, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


H. R. 473 has been amended to conform with the suggestions of 
, the Department of the Interior. 
“-- The committee takes note of the estimated cost of $10,500 for 
undertaking the investigation and making the report required by the 
terms of this bill. It is the concensus of the members that in no 
event should such cost exceed $11,000. 

Enactment of H. R. 473 is unanimously recommended by the 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, , 
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BATH CONGRESS } SENATE | Report 
1st Session No. 874 


PROVIDING FOR THE MANAGEMENT AND DISPOSITION 
OF CERTAIN PUBLIC DOMAIN LANDS IN THE STATE 
OF OKLAHOMA 


Jury 18, 1955.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Loxa, frem the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 4001] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 4001) to provide for the management and 
disposition of certain public domain lands in the State of Oklahoma 
having considered the same, report favorably thereon with an amend- 
ment and recommend that the bill, as amended, do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 

On page 4, line 4, strike out the figure “‘(3)’’ and insert the figure “(2)”. 

The committee adopts the language of the report of the House 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs which follows: 

This proposed legislation was suggested by the Secretary of the 
Interior in a communication dated January 17, 1955, addressed to 
the Speaker of the House, who referred the same to the Committee on 
Interior and Insular Affairs for consideration. In accord with the 
request of the Secretary of the Interior, the chairman of the com- 
mittee introduced a bill (H. R. 4001) in identical form to the draft of 
the proposed bill submitted by him. 

A similar bill-was approved by the Senate in the last Congress but 
was not acted on by the House before adjournment 


PURPOSE AND EXPLANATION 


H. R. 4001, if enacted into law, would provide legislative authority, 
now lacking, for the management and disposition by the Secretary 
of the Interior of any interest of the United States in the surface 
rights to approximately 20,000 acres of reconveyed Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Indian lands in the State of Oklahoma. 

These 20,000 acres of land, which consist of numerous small tracts 
scattered throughout an area 100 miles long and 60 miles wide in 
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eastern Oklahoma, are all that remain of the surface rights to an 
original area of approximately 440,000 acres of segregated lands 
owned in common by the Choctaw and Chickasaw Tn ians, which 
were placed under the control of the United States by the Indians 
pursuant to a treaty in 1898. Subsequent to the treaty Congress 
passed various laws providing for the disposition of these lands for 
the benefit of the Indians. Acting upon a claim by the Indians that 
the United States had not fulfilled its contractual obligations with 
respect to the disposal of the segregated lands and mineral deposits, 
the Congress, by the act of June 28, 1944 (58 Stat. 463, 483), author- 
ized the purchase of such unsold lands and mineral deposits. Deeds 
were executed on November 29, 1950, conveying to the United States 
the various remaining interests in such unsold lands and mineral 
deposits, aggregating some 400,000 acres, for the purchase price of 
$8,500,000. 

These reconveyed lands were chiefly valued for their mineral rights 
to coal and asphalt deposits. ‘The remaining unsold surface rights, 
comprising some 20,000 acres affected by H. R. 4001, have been valued 
at only $150,000, not including permanent improvements made by 
and belonging to those using such lands, 

The act of June 28, 1944, provided for the mineral development of 
the lands under the applicable public land mining and mineral leasing 
laws but did not provide for their nonmineral use, for the dedication of 
areas for public purposes, nor for the disposal of tracts that do not 
need to be retained in Federal ownership. 

Title uncertainties have been experienced by private owners in the 
area because of inadequate surveys and from instances of the issuance 
of judgments, decrees, and orders of condemnation in court proceed- 
ings in which the United States did not consent to be a party to the 
suit. The Indian nations, as owners, have in the past issued about 
100 leases and permits for various land uses. The serious difficulties 
as to land titles and boundaries which have arisen and the rights and 
equities of persons now lawfully in possession of some of the tracts, 
have combined to complicate greatly the problems of the administra- 
tion of the lands. If enacted, H. R. 4001 would enable the Secretary 
of the Interior to resolve these problems, 

The enactment of this proposed legislation will permit the Secretary 
of the Interior, with respect to the surface rights only, to sell or 
relinquish tracts of those lands when he finds it appropriate to provide 

roper use of the lands and to clear titles to the lands; to sell or lease 
ands to the State of Oklahoma, the political subdivisions of the State, 
and nonprofit organizations for recreational and public purposes; to 
dedicate for public purposes, tracts which were set apart under the 
Indian townsite laws for such use, but which were never dedicated and 
therefore passed to the United States under the reconveyance; and 
to sell or relinquish such lands in order to facilitate the administration 
and management of the lands. The Secretary of the Interior also would 
be authorized to issue easements, leases, or permits for the develop- 
ment of the nonmineral resources of the lands or to sell such resources. 

Subsection (b) of section 2 of the bill would require the Secretary 
to recognize the equities of certain long-standing occupants of the 
lands, by according them preference rights to purchase, and also would 
require that any occupant who is lawfully in possession of a tract at 
the time of its offer for sale, be permitted to remove any of his im- 
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provements on the land or to elect to receive compensation for such 
improvements from the successful purchaser of the tract. The 
improvements on the lands held by such occupants belong to them. 
Such improvements were not purchased by the United States when 
the lands were acquired from the Indians. 

Subsection (c) of section 4 would require that where a survey is 
found necessary to describe properly any lands to be disposed of, the 
proposed grantee shall pay the actual cost of such survey. 

Subsection (b) of section 4, as it is proposed to be amended, would 
require that any deed for lands disposed of under section 2 contain 
a reservation to the United States of all mineral deposits, together 
with the right to prospect for, mine, and remove the same under 
applicable provisions of law. 


COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 


The committee amendments are intended to confine the provisions 
of this proposed legislation to the disposition and management of the 
surface rights to the reconveyed lands identified therein, including 
the nonmineral resources; to reserve to the United States all mineral 
deposits contained in lands disposed of under the provisions of the 
proposed legislation; and to remove such provisions in the bill as 
introduced, as would have permitted the exchange of any tract of 
such reconveyed lands for other lands or rm neral deposits. 

The committee notes that some 20,000 evres of land are affected 
by H. R. 4001 and not 400,000 acres as indicated in the communication 
from the Secretary of the Interior. 

The enactment of this proposed legislation would permit proper 
management and maximum utilization of these reconveyed lands and 
would make possible a higher return to the United States for the 
amount spent in purchasing the lands from the Indians. Enactment 
would not require any appropriation of Federal funds. 

The said communication from the Secretary of the Interior, dated 
January 17, 1955, presents a full statement of the purpose of the 
proposed legislation and is as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., January 17, 1955. 
Hon. Sam RAYBURN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

My Drar Mr. Spraker: Enclosed herewith is a draft of a proposed bill to 
provide for the management and disposition of certain public-domain lands in 
the State of Oklahoma. 

I respectfully suggest that the proposed bill be referred to the appropriate 
committee for consideration, and I recommend that it be enacted. 

The lands covered by this proposed bill are located in eastern Oklahoma. 
There are about 400,000 acres of land affected, extending from the Arkansas 
boundary line west for more than 100 miles, and extending in a north-south 
direction for more than 60 miles. Part of the lands, located primarily in the 
counties of LeFlore, Haskell, Latimer, Pittsburg, Atoka, Coal, Muskogee, and 
Sequoyah, are considered to be valuable for coal; the remaining lands, which lie 
in the counties of Johnson, Pontotoc, Carger, Jefferson, Pushmatah, and Murray, 
are believed valuable for asphalt. Oil has been produced on relatively nearby 
lands and may someday be produced on the lands covered by the bill. There are 
several towns on this land. The total population of the lands affected by the 
bill is about 65,000. 
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These lands were purchased from the Choctaw and Chicasaw Nations of 
Indians for $8,500,000. The Indians have no further interest in or title to any 
of these lands, 

The area was originally segregated and reserved from allotment by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior for future sales, under an agreement in 1902 (32 Stat. 641, 
653) with the Indians. No sales were made under the agreement. Under the 
acts of February 19, 1912 (37 Stat. 67) and February 8, 1918 (40 Stat. 433), 
however, the Secretary of the Interior sold most of the surface of the lands and 
some of the coal and asphalt deposits for the benefit of the Indians. 

To provide for the disposition of the remaining lands, Congress passed the 
act of June 28, 1944 (58 Stat. 463, 483) which authorized the purchase of the 
unsold portions of the segregated lands and mineral deposits. By the act of 
May 24, 1949 (63 Stat. 76, 84) Congress appropriated the necessary funds. On 
November 29, 1950, the principal chief of the Choctaw Indian Nation and the 
Governor of the Chicasaw Indian Nation executed deeds to convey to the United 
States all of the nation’s interests in the lands purchased by the Government. 
In some cases these interests consisted of just coal and asphalt rights; in others 
they included surface rights and mineral rights, exclusive of coal and asphalt; 
and in still others the entire fee title was transferred to the United States. 

The 1944 act declared that the lands “shall become part of the public domain 
subject to the applicable public land mining and mineral leasing laws.” No 
legislative provision has been made, however, for the nonmineral use of the lands, 
for the dedication of appropriate areas for public purposes, nor for the disposal 
of tracts that do not need to be retained in Federal ownership. 

Title uncertainties have been experienced by private owners in the area, because 
of inadequate surveys. Another special problem clouding the title of private 
persons arises from instances of the issuance of judgments, decrees, and orders 
of condemnation in court proceedings in which the United States did not consent 
to be a party to the suit. The lack of adequate legislative authority for the man- 
agement of these lands, the serious difficulties as to land titles and boundaries 
which have arisen, and the diverse rights and equities of persons now lawfully in 
possession of some of the tracts, have combined to complicate greatly the prob- 
lems of the administration of the lands. 

The bill would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to sell, exchange, and 
relinquish tracts of those lands when he finds it appropriate to provide proper use 
of the lands and to clear up problems of title to the lands. This provision, in 
section 2 of the bill, also recognizes the equities of certain long-standing occupants 
of the lands by according them purchase preference rights. This section of the 
bill would also permit lawful occupants to remove, or to elect to receive com- 
pensation for, any of their improvements on the tracts disposed of. 

The Secretary may, under section 3 of the bill, sell or lease lands to the State of 
Oklahoma, the political subdivisions of the State, and nonprofit associations under 
the terms of the act of June 4, 1954 (68 Stat. 173; 43 U. S. C., sec. 869, et seq.). 
This act provides for such disposals for recreational and public purposes. Section 
3 would also permit the dedication for public purposes of tracts which were set 
apart under the Indian townsite laws for such use, but which were never dedicated 
and therefore passed to the United States under the reconveyance. Section 4 
provides for the establishment of a minimum price in sales of land under the bill; 
and for the imposition of a service charge of at least $10 when deeds of relinquish- 
ment are issued without compensation in order to remove clouds on title or to 
adjust boundaries. 

Provision is made for the reservation of mineral deposits by the United States 
when the lands disposed of under section 2 are withdrawn, classified, or valuable 
for those minerals. The mineral resources of the lands would continue to be sub- 
ject to disposition in accordance with the provisions of the act of June 28, 1944, 
supra, which extended the general mining and mineral leasing laws of the United 
States to those lands. 

Section 4 of the bill further authorizes the insertion in the deeds of any provision 
necessary to protect the holders of existing interests in the lands or to provide for 
access to other tracts of Federal lands. Grantees must pay the costs of any sur- 
veys which may be necessary. 

Section 5 of the bill contains general authority for the issuance of easements, 
leases, and permits to develop and use the nonmineral resources in the lands, and 
for the sale of these resources. Section 6 authorizes the acceptance of contribu- 
tions or donations to be used for the purposes of the new act. Such a provision 
would expedite greatly the completion of the Federal survey program for the lands, 
particularly in areas of rough terrain and dense undergrowth, by permitting the 
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acceptance of contributions offered by those private parties whom the Federal 
survey program would benefit. Section 7 makes provision for the issuance of 
such regulations as may be necessary or appropriate to implement the provisions 
of the bill and to protect multiple use of the land’s resources. Under section 8, 
proceeds realized under the provisions of the proposed bill would be credited to 
miscellaneous receipts of the Treasury. 

We strongly urge the enactment of this legislation because it would permit 
proper management and maximum utilization of the lands. Such a law would also 
make possible a higher return to the United States for the amount spent by the 
United States in purchasing these lands from the Indians. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the presenta- 
tion of this proposed legislation to the Congress. 

Sincerely yours, 
ORME LEWIS, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


A BILL To provide for the management and disposition of certain public domain lands in the State of 
Oklahoma 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior is authorized 
to provide, in accordance with the terms of this Act, for the management and 
disposition of any interest of the United States in those lands which were recon- 
veyed to the United States by deeds of conveyance executed on November 29, 
1950, by the Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation and the Governor of the 
Chickasaw Nation or which have been, or may be, reconveyed to the United 
States by any further and supplemental conveyances made under the authority 
of the Interior Department Appropriation Act of June 28, 1944 (58 Stat. 463, 483), 
the Joint Resolution of June 24, 1948 (62 Stat. 596), and the First Deficiency 
Appropriation Act of May 24, 1949 (63 Stat. 76, 84). 

Sec. 2. (a) The Secretary of the Interior, in order to facilitate the administra- 
tion and management of the lands, to remove any clouds on the titles of any 
persons to interests in such lands, or to establish definite boundaries for such 
lands, may (1) sell any tract of the lands at public sale to the highest responsible 
bidder, or at private sale; (2) exchange any tract of such lands for other lands or 
mineral deposits of approximately equal aggregate value; or (3) relinquish any 
tract of such lands, with or without compensation, to any person having a legal 
or equitable interest therein. In passing upon a proposed disposition of any 
tract of land under this subsection, the Secretary shall take into accouut the uses 
to which the tract involved is most suited and whether it may be better utilized 
in private ownership. 

(b) In selling any tract under subsection (a) of this section, the Secretary shall 
make such provision as he may deem appropriate to give a preference right to 
any occupant of the tract who has, or whose predecessors in interest have, lawfully 
and continuously occupied the tract for home, business, or school purposes since 
April 30, 1949, or earlier. The Secretary shall give any occupant who is lawfully 
in possession of a tract at the time of its offer for sale an appropriate period 
within which such occupant may remove improvements constructed by him or 
by his predecessors in interest, or may elect to receive compensation for such 
improvements from the successful purchaser of the tract in an amount equal to 
the appraised value of the improvements as determined by the Secretary. 

(c) In disposing of an interest in any tract under this Act, the Secretary may 
also give a preference right, when he deems it appropriate, to any owner of an 
interest in any land adjoining the tract to be disposed. 

Sec. 3. (a) The Secretary may sell or lease any tract under the provisions of 
the Act of June 4, 1954 (68 Stat. 173; 43 U. S. C., sec. 869, et seq.) to the State of 
Oklahoma, or any other agency or organization qualified under that Act. 

(b) Upon the filing of an application by an appropriate local governing body 
within two years after the first issuance of regulations under this Act, the Secretary 
of the Interior may relinquish or convey to such body, without compensation, any 
tract of the lands which, prior to the transfer of title to the United States, was 
set apart for streets, alleys, or other public purposes, even though not legally 
dedicated to such purposes. 

Sec. 4. (a) The Secretary of the Interior shall issue quitclaim deeds for any 
lands disposed of under section 2 or section 3 (b) of this Act. The Secretary 
shall fix through appraisal the minimum price to be paid for lands that are offered 
for sale under subsection (a) (1) of section 2, If any lands are relinquished under 
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subsection (a) (3) of section 2, without compensation, the Secretary shall require 
the grantee to pay a service charge of not less than $10. 

(b) Any deed for lands disposed of under section 2 of this Act which are with- 
drawn, classified, or valuable for mineral deposits shall contain a reservation to 
the United States of such mineral deposits, together with the right to prospect 
for, mine, and remove the same under applicable provisions of law, Put this 
requirement may be waived by the Secretary in connection with any disposition 
under subsection (a) (3) of section 2. oa deed for lands disposed of under 
this Act shall contain any provision which the Secretary determines is necessary 
in order to protect the rights of the holders of existing interests in the lands, or 
to permit access to any of the lands in which the Federal Government retains an 
interest. 

(c) If a survey is necessary to describe properly any lands that are to be disposed 
of under this Act, the Secretary shall require the proposed grantee to pay the 
proportionate cost of such survey. 

(d) Any lands or mineral deposits acquired by the United States in an exchange 
under this Act shall be subject to the same provisions of law as the public lands 
for which they were exchanged. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary of the Interior may issue easements, leases, or permits 
for the development and use of nonmineral resources of the lands or may sell 
such resources. 

Sec. 6. The Secretary of the Interior may accept contributions or donations 
of moneys, services, and property to further the provisions of this Act. Moneys 
received under this section shall be covered into the Treasury and are hereby 
appropriated and made available until expended, as the Secretary may direct, 
for payment of expenses incident to the function toward the administration of 
which the contributions were made and for refunds to contributors of amounts 
contributed by them in excess of their appropriate share of such expenses, as 
determined by the Secretary. 

Sec. 7. The Secretary of the Interior may issue such regulations as may be 
necessary or appropriate to carry out the provisions of this Act, including regula- 
tions providing for the protection of the surface and other nonmineral values of 
lands disposed of under this Act whenever any mineral rights reserved to the 
United States are exercised by it or under its authority. 

Sec. 8. All moneys realized under the provisions of this Act, except moneys 
received under the provisions of section 6 shall be deposited in the Treasury as 
miscellaneous receipts. 

O 
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847m CONGRESS SENATE REPORT 
1st Session Í No. 875 


REPEALING CERTAIN LAWS RELATING TO TIMBER AND 
STONE ON THE PUBLIC DOMAIN 


Juuy 18, 1955.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Lone, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 4894] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 


referred the bill (H. R. 4894) to repeal certain laws relating to timber 
and stone on the Public domain, having considered the same, report 
favorably thereon without amendment and with the recommendation 
that the bill do pass. 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


The bill would repeal certain outmoded timber and stone laws 
which are inconsistent with more recent statutes which permit the 
sale of the timber alone without including the land, and facilitate 
sustained-yield management of timbered public lands. The Public 
Sales Act, the Materials Act, and the mining laws now in full force 
and effect have rendered the old Timber and Stone Act of 1878, as 
amended, obsolete. The Department of the Interior has submitted 
this proposed legislation as necessary to prevent the recurrence of 
waste of timber and stone and surface resources that were incident 
to past disposals of land under the so-called timber and stone law. 
The departmental communication made a part of this report fully 
specifies the reasons for the enactment of this legislation. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR, 
Washington, D. C., January 17, 1956. 
Hon. Sam RAYRURN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Speaker: Enclosed is a draft of a proposed bill to repeal the 
so-called timber and stone law. j 

I respectfully suggest that the proposed bill be referred to the appropriate 
committee for consideration, and I recommend that it be enacted. 
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2 REPEAL CERTAIN LAWS RELATING TO TIMBER AND STONE 


The proposed bill would repeal the so-called timber and stone law—sections 1, 
2, and 3 of the act of June 3, 1878 (20 Stat. 89), as amended (43 U. S. C., secs. 
311-313)—which provides for the sale of timber and stone lands of the United 
States within the public-land States. The law authorizes the sale of land which 
is valuable chiefly for timber, but unfit for cultivation, or which is valuable 
chiefly for stone. 

Past disposals of land under the timber and stone law have resulted in a waste 
not only of timber and stone, but also of the soil and other resources in the affected 
areas. Frequently, the lands have been stripped of their timber, abandoned, and 
taken over by the counties because of delinquent taxes. Removal of the protec- 
tive cover has caused the thin soils to deteriorate and erode, resulting in bare 


uplands, silted valleys, and loss of revenue and other benefits to dependent com- 


munities. 
There is a manifest inconsistency between the underlying policy of the timber 


and stone laws and more recent statutes, such as the act of August 28, 1937 (50 
Stat. 874), the act of March 29, 1944 (16 U.S. C., sec. 583, et seq.), and the Mate- 
rials Act of July 31, 1947 (43 U.S. C., see. 1185, et seq.), which permit the sale of 
the timber alone without including the land, and facilitate sustained-yield man- 
agement of timbered public lands. 

Disposal of lands under the timber and stone law is clearly discretionary. 
Under the authority of section 7 of the Taylor Grazing Act (43 U.S. C., see. 315f), 
the Secretary may classify lands as unsuitable for disposal under the timber and 
stone laws or as more suitable for disposal, under some other public-land law, such 
as the public-sale law (43 U.S. C., sec. 1171). LaPoint, A. 24287, May 2, 1946 
(GLO 09386). Disposals under the timber and stone law, in recent years, have 
become increasingly rare. In the fiscal year ending June 30, 1954, there were 
actually no disposals of public lands under that law. 

The repeal of the timber and stone law would not affect the applicability of 
the United States mining laws with respect to deposits of stone on the public 
lands. Nor would such repeal affect’ section 2455 of the Revised Statutes, as 
amended (43 U.S. C., see. 1171), which permits the Secretary, when proper in 
his judgment, to sell tracts of public lands which are isolated or disconnected, 
or which are too mountainous or rough for cultivation. Valid existing rights 
and claims are protected under the bill. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the pres- 
entation of this proposed legislation to the Congress. 

Sincerely yours, 
OrME LEwis, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


The bill was passed by the House of Representatives on June 7, 
1955. 
O 
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PROVIDING THAT REVERSIONARY INTERESTS OF THE UNITED 


i STATES IN CERTAIN LANDS FORMERLY CONVEYED TO THE 
s CITY OF CHANDLER, OKLA., SHALL BE QUITCLAIMED TO SUCH 


CITY 


LEE TID 


Jury 18, 1955.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Lona, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 4747] 










The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 4747) to provide that reversionary interests of 
the United States in certain lands formerly conveyed to the city of 
Chandler, Okla., shall be quitclaimed to such city, having considered 
the same, report favorably thereon without amendment and with the 
recommendation that the bill do pass. 



















EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 








In 1923, approximately 154 acres of land were given to the city of 
Chandler, Okla., by the Federal Government. The grant contained 
two reversionary clauses. One provided that if the lands were not 
used for public purposes they would revert to the Government. The 
second reserved the rights of the United States and the rights of the 
militia of the State of Oklahoma to enter and occupy the lands for 
military and aviation purposes. Part of the lands are being used as a 
city park, but the adjacent portions might be used for other public 
purposes were it not for the aforesaid reservations. ‘The enactment of 
the bill for a valuable consideration of $3,000 would permit the city to 
obtain clear title to the lands and to proceed with plans for the public 
utilization of the area. 

The committee is informed that the State of Oklahoma has no need 
for the lands for military purposes. The Department of the Interior 
has advised that the United States no longer has any interest in the 
lands or in their use. The committee recommends that the bill, 
H. R. 4747, be enacted. 
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